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three forms of making the election, scrutiny, compromis-
sion, or inspiration, should be followed or whether a bishop
should be postulated.1 When agreement on this point had
been reached, the election according to the chosen form
was duly conducted. Each form had its peculiar difficulties
and dangers.
The consent of the elect was then asked, if he were
present. If he accepted, or if he were absent, the election
was immediately published c coram omnibus, tarn clericis
quam laiicis'. A decretal was then composed, describing
exactly every step taken in the election. c Cavendum est
attente ne in decreto aliqua falsitas inseratur/ A covering
letter to the king was drawn up at the same time, begging
his assent to the election on behalf of the chapter. This
was taken by the bishop-elect, and some of the canons,
appointed ad hoc. A second letter was written to the arch-
bishop, appointing canons to prove the election to the
archbishop's court on behalf of the whole chapter. The
assent of the king was to be obtained before approach was
made to the archbishop. If this could not be obtained, the
king appointed proctors to plead his exceptions before the
metropolitan. If all the negotiations were concluded suc-
cessfully, the ceremonies of deliverance of temporalities,
confirmation, consecration by the archbishop or his deputy,
and installation, followed.
The whole procedure clearly attempted to include the
claims of those who had, at any time, taken part in the
election of a bishop: but the right of the clergy and people
had dwindled to an empty formality, and, supposing that
no pressure was brought to bear on any members of the
chapter between the citation and the election, real power
was left entirely with the cathedral clergy; and all the
provisions aiming at making their election a provably valid
act of a corporate body are very noteworthy. There was
no expressed intention, however, of securing the election
of a person from the diocese. The earlier tradition that
1 A postulation was a direct request to the Pope made by the electing body
that he should appoint a certain person bishop. Such procedure was essential if
the nominee was already a bishop, or an abbot, or if he were in minor orders, or
of insufficient age, or- illegitimate.
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